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This course aims to explore language as a cultural product of human society.
Major topics include the purpose, structure, development and variation of
language. The target (English) language is to be analyzed and discussed to help
students discover its dynamic relationship with various cultural elements (such
as beliefs, values, roles, statuses, social collectives, norms and mores, manners
and customs). Relevant films and videos are introduced as a primary source of
language samples. Students’ active exploration and in-depth investigation are
encouraged through their participation in small group sharing and online
discussion.
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(course content and homework/tests schedule)

WK Topic Extended topic
1 |(Introduction to the course)
g What do you know about language? English; Globish; lingua franca
g’ What is language/paralanguage? code-switching; stereotyping
? Why do we need language? euphemism; political correctness
g How do we use language? argot; jargon
10 |(Midterm)
ﬁ How is language studied? acronym; abbreviation; blend
ﬁ How is language taught and learned? alliteration; onomatopoeia
12 How does language evolve? creole; dialect; pidgin
1; (Final)
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Agar, M. H. (1996). Language Shock: Understanding the Culture of Conversation. Harper Paperbacks.
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Blum, S. D. (2008). Making Sense of Language: Readings in Culture and Communication. Oxford
University Press.

Kramsch, C. & Widdowson, G. (1998). Language and Culture. Oxford University Press.

Ottenheimer, H. J. (2008). The Anthropology of Language: An Introduction to Linguistic Anthropology.
Wadsworth Publishing.

Rawson, H. (1992). Wicked Words: A Treasury of Curses, Insults, Put-Downs, and Other Formerly
Unprintable Terms from Anglo-Saxon Times to the Present. Three Rivers Press.

Salzmann, Z., Stanlaw, J., & Adachi, N. (2011). Language, Culture, and Society: An Introduction to
Linguistic Anthropology. Westview Press.
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(teaching aids & teacher's website)

http://ecampus.nchu.edu.tw/eCampus3P/Learn
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