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The following topics will be addressed:
1. Malnutrition: what are the facts?

2. Causes of undernutrition

3. Policy approaches to undernutrition
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Mid-term exam (35%)

final exam (35%)

homework (20%)

class performance/attendance (10%)

In class lecture
discussion
Field trip
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(course content and homework / tests schedule)

Course content:
1. Introduction

Part 1 Malnutrition: what are the facts?
2. Famines

3. Malnutrition definition

4. Measuring undernutrition

5. Impacts of undernutrition

6. Undernutrition: who, when, where?

Part 2 Causes of undernutrition

7. Economics: supply and demand

8. It’s not food vs. population

9. Income distribution and undernutrition

10. Other factors influencing demand for food

11. Agricultural land and water

12. Agricultural production and the environment

13. Increasing yields through input intensity

14. Increasing yields through new technology

15. The interaction between undernutrition and health

Part 3 Policy approaches to undernutrition

16. Philosophical approaches to undernutrition

17. Policies that raise the incomes of the poor

18. Policies that address the demographic causes of undernutrition

19. Policies that reduce the price of food through subsidized consumption

20. Policies that improve access to food: it’s all about distribution (isn’t it?)

21. Policies that raise prices paid to farmers: direct subsidies and elimination of urban bias
22. Policies that reduce the price of food by increasing supply

23. World food supply and demand for the next half century: alternative scenarios

Field Trip:
Students will visit an international organization related to world food problems.

Homework:
Students will receive two writing assignments: 1) Green revolution paper and 2) Policy maker paper.
Detailed information will be announced in the class.
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The World Food Problem: Toward Ending Undernutrition in the Third World (2009) by H.D. Leather
and P. Foster, Lynne Rienner Publishers
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