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By “multiculturalism,” we stress upon the concerns of gender, race, ethnicity,
and nation. The course will demonstrate the ways in which cultural and
literary texts unfold the cultural mechanism of the mainstream society through
scrutinizing the ideological construction of the concepts of gender, race,
ethnicity, and nation. Equally important is the appreciation of the literary and
artistic creations female and ethnic authors and directors display to criticize
the mainstream ideologies and to highlight their rewriting of the cultural
issues. We will divide the semester into four units, each of them span over
four weeks. The first unit will focus upon the issue of gender, to be followed
by three units that are respectively organized around the issues of race,
ethnicity, and nation. The concern with gender, however, will serve as a thread
that connects all units. The class will help clarify the entanglement and mutual
construction of these social categories through the reading and discussion of
the related texts, which will come in the form of poetry, short stories, and
films. The main focus of class discussion will rest upon the authors’ reflection
and criticism of hegemonic ideologies, and their literary or artistic creations
which express those categories differently.
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This course intends to investigate the
issues related to multiculturalism in
Western societies through reading the
literary works and films of
contemporary female or ethnic
authors and directors. The objectives
of the course are two-folded:First of
all,by means of close reading literary
texts and films,we attempt to forge
students’ analytical ability and
critical sensibility. The course will be
organized around a series of group
discussions and oral
presentations,encouraging the
students to enhance their ability of
self-expression, both orally and
verbally,through these class activities
and exams. Ultimately, the class
seeks to help students understand
Western society from a multicultural
perspective, dissolving the
stereotypical impression of the West,
and providing them with a wider
cultural horizon and a mature
outlook of the world.
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2 |Charlotte Perkins Gilman,“The Yellow Wall Papers”(short story)
3 |Charlotte Perkins Gilman,*“The Yellow Wall Papers”(short story)
4 |Jane Champion,The Piano-playing film
5 |Jane Champion,The Piano-response paper,group discussion and oral presentation
6 |Amy Tang, “Two Tickets”(short story)
7 |Amy Tang, “Two Tickets”(short story)
8 |Ang Lee, The Wedding Banquet —playing film




9 |Ang Lee, The Wedding Banquet —response paper, group discussion, and oral presentation
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11 |Louise Erdrich, “Love Medicine”(short story)

12 |Louise Erdrich, “Love Medicine”(short story)

13 |Sherman Alexie, Smoke Signal —playing film

14 |Sherman Alexie, Smoke Signal —response paper, group discussion and oral presentation

15 |Poetry: Houston A. Baker, Maya Angelo, etc.

16 |Spike Lee, Do the Right Thing—playing film

17 |Spike Lee, Do the Right Thing—response paper, group discussion, and oral presentation
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2. Alison Booth,Jerome Beaty et al.Norton

3. Introduction to Literature.8™edition.New York:W. W.N orton & Company.2002.
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Louis Giannetti. Understanding Movies.  (Zui#% #)
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